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- 2 INFCIRC/335/{17§ kb]

[View Background Information and Latest Status (% 700 KB)]
[Declarations/Reservations (# 158 KB)]

[.«%viArabi‘c | Chinese | French| Russian | Spanish]

~

1. The Convention on Early Notification of a Nuclear Accident was adopted by the General
Conference at its special session, 24-26 September 1986, and was opened for signature at
Vienna on 26 September 1986 and at New York on 6 October 1986. It entered into force on 27
October 1986, i.e. thirty days after the date (26 September 1986) on which three States
expressed their consent to be bound by the Convention, as required under Article 12 thereof.

The text of the Convention, taken from a certified copy, is reproduced herein for the
information of all Members.

N

Convention on Early Notiﬁcétion of a Nuclear Accident

THE STATES PARTIES TO THIS CONVENTION,

AWARE that nuclear activities are being carried out in a number of States,

NOTING that comprehensive measures have been and are being take to ensure a high level of safety
in nuclear activities, aimed at preventing nuclear accidents and minimizing the consequences of any

such accident, should it occur,

DESIRING to strengthen further international co-operation in the safe development and use of
nuclear energy, '

CONVINCED of the need for States to provide relevant information about nuclear accidents as early
as possible in order that transboundary radiological consequences can be minimized,

NOTING the usefulness of bilateral and multilateral arrangements on information exchange in this
_ area, ’

HAVE AGREED as follows:
Article 1

Scope of application
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1. This Convention shall apply in the event of any accident involving facilities or activities of a
State Party or of persons or legal entities under its jurisdiction or control, referred to in
paragraph 2 below, from which a release of radioactive material occurs or is likely to occur
and which has resulted or may result in an international transboundary release that could be of

radlologlcal safety sxgmﬁcance for another State

The facxlmes and actxvmes referred to in paragraph 1 are the followmg

- a any nuclear reactor where'ver located

“b. any nuclear fuel cycle fac1hty, R
c. any radxoactrve waste management facility; -
d. the transport and storage of nuclear fuels or radioactive wastes;

e. the manufacture, use, storage, disposal and transport of radioisotopes for agncultural
industrial, medical and related scientific and research purposes; and

f. the use of radioisotopes for power generation in space objects.’
Article 2
Notification and information

In the event of an accident specified in article 1 (hereinafter referred to as a "nuclear accident"), the
State Party referred to in that article shall:

a. forthwith notify, directly or though the International Atomic Energy Agency (hereinafter

referred to as the "Agency"), those States which are or may be physically affected as specified
in article 1 and the Agency of the nuclear accident, its nature, the tlme of its occurrence and its

exact location where appropriate; and
b. promptly provide the States referred to in sub-paragraph (a), directly or through the Agency,
and the Agency with such available information relevant to minimizing the radiological
consequences in those States, as specified in article 5.
Article 3
“ Other Nuclear Accidents

With a view to minimizing the radiological consequences, States Parties may notlf\ in the event of
nuclear accidents other than those spec1ﬁed in article 1.

Article 4

Functions of the Agency -

The Agency shall:

a. forthwith inform States Parties. Member States. other States which are or may be physically
affected as specified in article 1 and relevant international intergovernmental organizations
(hereinafter referred to as "international organizations") of a notification received pursuant to

htpAavwawiaea ara/Puhlicntions/Daciments/Inteire /OthersAnteire 333 <himl DRINIRN
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sub-paragraph (a) of article 2; and

b. promptly provide any State Party, Member State or relevant international organization, upon
request, with the information received pursuant to sub-paragraph (b) of article 2.

" Article 5
Information to be provided :

The mformatlon tol be prov1ded pursuam to sub- paragraph (b) of article 2 shall compuse ihe
foﬂowmg data as then available to the notlfymg State Party: : :

a. the time, exafct location where’ appropriaté, and the nature of the huclear accident;
b. the facility or activity involved;

c. the assumed or established cause and the foreseeable development of the nuclear
accident relevant to the transboundary release of the radioactive materials;

d. the general characteristics of the radioactive release, including, as far as is practicable
and appropriate, the nature, probable physical and chemical form and the quantity,
composition and effective height of the radioactive release;

e. information on current and forecast meteorological and hydrological conditions,
necessary for forecasting the transboundary release of the radioactive materials;

f. the results of environmental monitoring relevant to the transboundary release of the
radioactive materials;

g. the off-site protective measures taken or planned;
h. the predicted behaviour over time of the radioactive release.
2. Such information shall be supplemented at appropriate intervals by further relevant ,
information on the developmem of the emergency situation, including its foreseeable or actual

termination.

Information received pursuant to subparagraph (b) of article 2 may used without restriction,
except when such information is provided in confidence by the notifying State Party.

(93}

- Article 6

Consultations
A State Party providing information pursuant to sub-paragraph (b) of article 2 shall, as far as is

reasonably practicable, respond promptly to a request for further information or consultations sought
by an affected State Party with a view to minimizing the radiological consequences in that State.

Article 7 ’

Competent authorities and points of contact

[. Each State Party shall make known to the Ageney and to other States Parties. directlv or
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through the Agency, its competent authorities and point of contact responsible for issuing and
receiving the notification and information referred to in article 2. Such points of contactand a
focal point within the Agency shall be available continuously.

2. Each State Party shall promptly inform the Agency of any changes that may occur in the N
mformatwn referred to in paragraph 1. R L '

W -

The Agency shall maintain an up-to-date list of such natronal authorities and points of contact ‘
as well- -as-points’ of contact of relevant 1nternatrona1 organizations ‘and shall provrd it to_._S_tates
'Partres and Member States and'to. relevant mternatronal orgamzatrons A

‘ .Artrcle 8
Assistance to States Parties

The Agency shall, in accordance with its Statute and upon a request of a State Party which does not
“have nuclear actjvities itself and borders on a State having an active nuclear programme but not

Party, conduct investigations into the feasibility and establishment of an appropriate radiation

monitoring system in order to facilitate the achievement of the objectives of this Convention.

"Article 9
Bilateral and multilateral arrangements

In furtherance of their mutual interests, States Parties may consider, where deemed appropriate, the
conclusion of bilateral or multilateral arrangements relating to the subject matter of this Convention.

Article 10
Relationship to other international agreements

This Convention shall not affect the reciprocal rights and obligations of State Parties under existing
international agreements which relate to the matters covered by this Convention, or under future
international agreements concluded in accordance with the object and purpose of this Convention.

Article 11
Settlement of disputes

1. In the event of a dispute between States Parties, or between a State Party and the Agency,
concerning the interpretation or application of this Convention, the parties to the dispute shall
consult with a view to the settlement of the dispute by negotiation or by any other peaceful
means of settling disputes acceptable to them.

2. Ifadispute of this character between States Parties cannot be settled within one year from the
request for consultation pursuant to paragraph 1. it shall, at the request of any party to such a
dispute, be submitted to arbitration or referred to the International Court of Justice for
decision. Where a dispute is submitted to arbitration, if. within six months from the date of the
request, the parties to the dispute are unable to agree on the organization of the arbitration. a
party may request the President of the International Court of Justice or the Secretary- General
of the United Nations to appoint one or more arbitrators. In cases of conflicting requests by the
parties to the cispute, the request to the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall have
priority.
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3. When signing. ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to this Convention, a State may

declare that it does not consider itself bound by either or both of the dispute settlement

procedures provided for in paragraph 2. The other States Parties shall not be bound by a

dispute settlement procedure provided for in paragraph 2 with respect to a State Party for
~ which such a declaration is in force.

4. A State Party which has made a declaration in accordance with paragraph 3 may at any time
_‘w1thdraw it by notlficatlon to the dep031tary

| Article 12
Entry into force

1. This Convention shall be open for signature by all States and Namibia, represented by the
~ United Nations Council for Namibia, at the Headquarters of the International Atomic Energy
Agency in Vienna and at the Headquarters of the United Nations in New York, from 26
. September 1986 and 6 October 1986 respectively, until its entry into force or for twelve
months, Whichever period i is longer.

2. A State and Namibia, represented by the United Nations Council for Namibia, may express its
consent to be bound by this Convention either by signature, or be deposit of an instrument of
ratification, acceptance or approval following signature made subject to ratification,
acceptance or approval, or by deposit of an instrument of accession. The instruments of
ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall be deposited with the depositary.

This Convention shall enter into force thirty days after consent to be bound has been expressed
by three States.

W

4. For each State expressing consent to be bound by this Convention after its entry into force, this
Convention shall enter into force for that State thirty days after the date of expression of
consent.

a. This Convention shall be open for accession, as provided for in this article, by
international organizations and regional integration organizations constituted by
sovereign States, which have competence in respect of the negotiation, conclusion and
application of international agreements in matters covered by this Convention.

b. In matters within their competence such organizations shall, on their own behalf,
exercise the rights and fulfil the obligations which this Convention attributes to States

Parties.

c¢. When depositing its instrument of accession, such an organization shall communicate to
the depositary a declaration indicating the extent of its competence in respect of matters

covered by this Convention.
d. Such an organization shall not hold any vote additional to those of its Member States.
B Article 13
Provisional application
A State may. upon signature or at any later date before lhi-s Convention enters into force for it.

declare that it will apply this Convention provisionally.

httprAwvawa aca. org/Publications/Documents Infeires/ ()lhu\ mlcire 333 shunl 912011
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Article 14

Amendments

- A S't_a.te Party may propose amendments to this Convention. The proposed amendmeént shall be
. submi_ttéd to the' dep’ositary who shall circulate it immediately to all other States Parties.

Ifa majonty of the States Parties request the dep031tary to convene a conference to consider
the proposed amendments, the depositary shall invite all States Parties to attend: such a
“confererice to begm not sooner than thirty. days after the invitations are issued. Any
- amendment adopted at the conference by a two-thirds majority of all States Parties shall be
‘laid down i ina protocol which is open'to 51gnature in Vienna and New York by alI States -
Pames : - :
The pr‘Otocol'shall enter into force thirty: days after consent to be bound has been expressed by
three States. For each State expressing consent to be bound by the protocol after its entry into
force, the protocol shall enter into force for the State thirty days after the date of expression of
consent.
Article 15

Denunciation

A State Party may denounce this Convention by written notification to the depositary.

Denunciation shall take effect on year following the date on which the notification is received
by the depositary.

Article 16
Depositary
The Director General of the Agency shall be the depositary of this Convention.
The Director General of the Agency shall promptly notify States Parties and all other States of:
a. each signature of this Convention or any protocol of amendment;

.b. each deposit of an instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession
concerning this Convention of any protocol of amendment;

c. any declaration or withdrawal thereof in accordance with article 11;

d. any declaration of provisional application of this Convention in accordance with article
13;

e. the entry into force of this Convention and of any amendment thereto; and
. any denunciation made under article 15.
Article 17

Authentic texts and certified copies

333 shiml 91 2011
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"The original of this Convention, of which the Arabic. Chinese, English, French. Russian and Spanish
texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Director General of the International Atomic
Energy Agency who shall send certified copies to States Parties and all other States. -

- IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized, have 31gned thls Conventxon
,open for 51gnature as provided for in paragraph 1 of article 12. _ , .

ADOPTED by the General Conference of the Intemanonal Atomic Energy Agency meetm,<D in
special session at Vienna on the twenty-sixth day of September one thousand nine hundred and

" elghty six. L
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\& ‘A/ 5 July 1994 ;
7N GENERAL Distr.
International Atomtc Energy Agency _ Original: ARABIC, CHINESE,
lNFORMATlON CIRCULAR oAty OSSN,

CONVENTION-ON NUCLEAR SAFETY

1. The Convention on Nucléér Safety was adopted on 17 June 1994 by a Diplomatic
Conference convened by the International Atomic Energy Agency at its IHcadquarters

from 14 to 17 June 1994. The Convention will be opened for signature on 20 September
1994 during the thirty-cighth regular session of the Agency’s General Conference and will
enter into force on the ninetieth day after the date vof deposit with the Depositary (the
Agency’s Director General) of the twenty-second instrument of ratification, acceptance or -
approval, including the instruments of seventeen States, having each at least one nuclear

installation which has achicved criticality in a reactor core.

2. The text of the Convention as adopted is reproduced in the Annex hereto for the

information of all Member States.
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CONVENTION ON NUCLEAR SAFETY

 PREAMBLE

THE CO.N'I‘RACTING PAR'I“IFS <

f m:clca; nerg 1s safe, w:.ll rcgul.ucd ancl anxronmcntall y sonnd

Gy

(iii)

(iv) |

)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

(x)

Aw‘uc of thc nnporlanLc to lhc mtcrnauonal conmmmty of ensurmg 1lnl thc use oi

Rcamrmmg 1hc neccssxty of conlmumg to promotc a high lcvcl of nuclcar S’lfcty
worldwndc : : '

Reaffirming th'u responsibility for nuclear safety rests with the Smte having
Junsdlcllon over a nuclear installation;

1

Desmng to pnomotc an effective nuclear safcty culture;

- Awarc that accidents at nuclear installations have the potential for transboundary

impacts; -

Keeping in mind the Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material
(1979), the Convention on Early Notification of a Nuclear Accident (1986), and the-
Convention on Assistance in the Case of a Nuclear Accident or Radlologxcal
Emergency (1986);

Affirming the importance of international co-operation for the enhancement of nuclear
safety through existing bilateral and multilateral mechanisms and the establishment
of this incentive Convention;

Recognizing that this Convention entails a commitment to the application of
fundamental safety principles for nuclear installations rather than of detailed safety
standards and that there are internationally formulated safety guidelines which are
updated from time to time and so can provide guidance on contemporary means of
achieving a high level of safety;

Affirming the need to begin promptly the development of an international convention
on the safety of radioactive waste management as soon as the ongoing process to
develop waste management safety fundamentals has resulted in broad international
agreement;

Recognizing the usefulness of further technical work in connection with the safety of
other parts of the nuclear fuel cycle, and that this work may, in time, facilitate the
development of current or future international instruments;

HAVE AGREED as follows:
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CHAPTER

,Am ICLL L

1. OBJECTIVES DEFINITIONS AND SCOPE OF
APPLICATION o N

0‘1; IEC'i.‘-lVI‘-ZS -

r hc ochcuvcs of lhrs Com/cmron arc

0)

o .1chlcve and m'untam a lngh level of nuclcdr safety worldwide lhrough the

" t.nhanccmen( ‘of national measures and mlcrnat:onal co- Opcr'mon mcludmL,-
' whcrc ‘appropriate, safcty-related tcchmcal co-operation; '

(i)

(iii)

ARTICLE 2.

to establish and maintain effectwe defences in nuclear installations against

potential radiological hazards in order to protect individuals, society and the
environment from harmful effects of ionizing radiation from such installations;

lo prevent accidents with radiological consequences and to mitigate such
conscquences should they occur.

DEFINITIONS

.For the purpose of this Convention:

(i)

(i)

(iii)

ARTICLE 3,

"nuclear installation" means for each Contracting Party any land-based civil

nuclear power plant under its jurisdiction including such storage, handling and

treatment facilities for radioactive materials as are on the same site and are

directly related to the operation of the nuclear power plant. Such a plant

ceases to be a nuclear installation when all nuclear fuel elements have been

removed permanently from the reactor core and have been stored safely in -
accordance with approved procedures, and a decommissioning programme has

been agreed to by the regulatory body.

"regulatory body" means for each Contracting Party any body or bodies given
the legal authority by that Contracting Party to grant licences and to regulate
the siting, design, construction, commissioning, operation or decommissioning
of nuclear installations.

“licence" means any authorization granted by the regulatory body to the
applicant to have the responsibility for the siting, design, construction,
commissioning, operation or decommissioning of a nuclear installation.

SCOPE OF APPLICATION

This Convention shall apply to the safety of nuclear installations.
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CHAPTER 2. OBLIGATIONS

(a) General l’r’avisions :

_.ART!‘ICLE4 lMl’LLMENFlNG MEASURES

- Each Conlmctmg Party shall take w1thm the- fmmcwork of its n'monal hw, “the
legislative, rcgulamry and administrative measurcs and’ -other - slcps necessary For'j
implementing xts obhgatlons undcr this- C‘onvcntlon -

ARTICLE 5. REPORTING

1

Each Contr;lct'ing Party shall submit for review, prior to each meeting referred to in v
Article 20, a report on the measures it has taken to implement each of the obhgatxons of this
Convention, :

ARTICLE 6. EXISTING NUCLEAR INSTALLATIONS

Each Contracting Party. shall take the appropriate steps to ensure that the safety of
nuclear installations existing at the time the Convention enters into force for that Contracting
Party is reviewed as soon as possible. When necessary in the context of this Convention, the
Contracting' Party shall ensure that all reasonably practicable improvements are made as a
matter of urgency to upgrade the safety of the nuclear installation. If such upgrading cannot
be achieved, plans should be implemented to shut down the nuclear installation as soon as
practically possible. The timing of the shut-down may take into account the whole energy
context and possible alternatives as well as the social, environmental and economic impact.

(b) Legislation and regulation

ARTICLE 7. LEGISLATIVE AND REGULATORY FRAMEWORK

1 Each Contracting Party shall establish and maintain a legislative and regulatory
framework to govern the safety of nuclear installations.

2. The legislative and regulatory framework shall provide for:
(i) the establishment of applicable national safety requirements and regulations;

(ii) a system of licensing with regard to nuclear installations and the prohlbmon of
the operation of a nuclear installation without a licence;
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(iii) a system of rcgulatory inspection and asscssment of nuclear insla_llations E08)
ascertain compliancc with appliC'lb'lc rc-gulalions and 1hc' terms of liccnccs-.

(iv) the cnforccmcnt of apphcablc rcguhtmns and or the terms of hccnccs mciudmg
- suspcnsmn modtﬁcmon or rcvocmon - :

Aiifléﬁﬁ" 8. '--iu}iéUIJATO"RY BODY.

1. Eﬂch Comractmg Party slmll csmbllsh or dLSlgnatc a rcgulmory body cmrustcd wnh_-
the lmplcmcntalmn of the legislative and. regulatory framework referred to-in Article ¥, and
provided with adequate authority, competence and financial and human resources to fulﬁl its
assigned responsibilities. '

1 ' )
2, Each Contracting Party shall take the appropriate steps to ensure an effective
separation between the functions of the regulatory body and those of any other body or
organization concerned with the promotion or utilization of nuclear energy.

ARTICLE 9. RESPONSIBILITY OF THE LICENCE HOLDER
Each Contracting Party shall ensure that prime responsibility for the safety of a

nuclear installation rests with the holder of the relevant licence and shall take the appropriate
steps to ensure that each such licence holder meets its responsibility.

(c) General Safety Considerations

ARTICLE 10. PRIORITY TO SAFETY

Each Contracting Party shall take the appropriate steps to ensure that all organizations
engaged in activities directly related to nuclear installations shall establish policies that give
due priority to nuclear safety.

ARTICLE 11. FINANCIAL AND HUMAN RESOURCES

1. Each Contracting Party shall take the appropriate steps to ensure that adequate
financial resources are available to support the safety of each nuclear mstallauon throughout
its life.

2. Each Contracting Party shall take the appropriate steps to ensure that sufficient
numbers of qualified staff with appropriate education, training and retraining are available
for all safety- rclated activities in or for each nuclear installation, throughout its life.
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nstruction and commissioning of a nuclear installation and throughout its life.
1ch assessments shall be well documented, subsequently updated in the light of
operating experience and significant new safety information, and revxewed under
1he author:ty of the regulatory body;

i) venficanon by analysis, surveillance, testing and inspection is carried out to
.....~ensure that the physical state and the operation of a nuclear installation continue
to be in accordance with its design, applicable national safety requirements, and
operational limits and conditions.

~ ARTICLE 15. RADIATION PROTECTION

“Each Contractmg Party shall take the appropriate steps to ensure that in 1 all operational
states the’ radiation exposure to the workers and the public caused by a nuclear installation
shall be" kept as low as reasonably achievable and that no individual shall be exposed to
radiation doses which exceed prescribed national dose limits.

ARTICLE 16. EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

1. Each Contracting Party shall take the appropriate steps to ensure that there are on-site
and off-sne emergency plans that are routinely tested for nuclear iinstallations and cover the
acuvmes to be carried out in the event of an emergency.
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For any new nuclear installation, such plans shall be prepared and tested before i
co_mmc‘nccs opcml‘ion abovc a low power lcvcl ag‘recd by the rcgul:uory ‘body.

2 Each Contmclmg Party shall lal\c the uppropmtc stcps 1o cnsure that, msoi‘xr as lhcy
- are-likely (o be af; fected by a radiological emergency, its own population and the competent

 authorities of the States in the . vicinity of the nuclear mslallalmn drc prov1dcd wnh core

i appropmtc mferm'mon for cnu:rgcncy phnnmg 'md rcsponsc

30 Contmctmg Partles wlnch do not 11'1vc a nuclc'\r mslallahon on lhe:r tcmtory, msof ar
as they are likely to be af fected in ‘the: :cvent of a radlologlcal emergency-at a nuclear
instalfation in the vicinity, shall take the appropriate steps for the preparation and testing of
cmergency plans for their territory that cover the activitics to be carried out in the event of
such an emergency. -

(d) Safety of Installations
ARTICLE 17. SITING

Each Contracting Party shall take the appropriate steps to ensure that appropriate
procedures are established and implemented:

(i) for evaluating all relevant site-related factors likely to affect the safety of a
nuclear installation for its projected lifetime;

(ii) for evaluating the likely safety impact of a proposed nuclear installation on
individuals, society and the environment;

(iii) for re-evaluating as necessary all relevant factors referred to in sub-paragraphs
(i) and (ii) so as to ensure the continued safety acceptability of the nuclear

installation;

(iv) for consulting Contracting Parties in the vicinity of a proposed nuclear
installation, insofar as they are likely to be affected by that installation and, upon
request providing the necessary information to such Contracting Parties, in order
to enable them to evaluate and make their own assessment of the likely safety
impact on their own territory of the nuclear installation.

ARTICLE 18. DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION

Each Contracting Party shall take the appropriate steps to ensure that:

(i) the design and construction of a nuclear installation provides for several reliable
levels and methods of protection (defense in depth) against the release of
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-

- radioactive materials, with a view 1o prcvcn(mg the occurrcncc of 'ICCIdcnls and
1o mitigating their radnologxcal consequences should lhcy occur, :

(i) the _technologics mcorpomlcd in the design:. and construction.. ol' a nuclear -
- 'mslallduon are pravcn by cxpcncnce or- qualmcd by lcstmg or analys15' = ’

i) thc dcsu,n of a: nuclclr msh]lnuon allows for rchab}e, shblc and easxly-’. .
~-.manageable operation, with spu.mc consxdcmuon of humzm f'xctors 'md lhe\man?
o nmchmc thrf.lcc . D S

ARTICLE 19. OPERATION
- Each Contracting Party shall take the appropriate stéps to ensurc th:_\:-t:

(i) the initial authorization to operate a nuclear installation is based upon an
appropriate safety analysis and a commissioning programme demonstrating that
the installation, as constructed, is consistent with design and safety requirements;

(ii) operational limits and conditions derived from the safety analysis, tests and
* operational experience are defined and revised as necessary for identifying safe
boundaries for operation; :

(ili) operation, maintenance, inspection and testing of a nuclear installation are
conducted in accordance with approved procedures;

(iv) procedures are established for responding to anticipated operational occurrences
and to accidents;

(v) necessary engmeermg and technical support in all safety-related fields i 1s available
throughout the lifetime of a nuclear installation;

(vi) incidents significant to safety are reported in a timely manner by the holder of
the relevant licence to the regulatory body;

(vii) programmes to collect and analyse operating experience are established, the
results obtained and the conclusions drawn are acted upon and that existing
mechanisms are used to share important experience with international bodies and
with other operating organizations and regulatory bodies;

(viii) the generation of radioactive waste resulting from the operation of a nuclear
»installation is kept to the minimum practicable for the process concerned, both

in activity and in volume, and any necessary treatment and storage of spent fuel
and waste directly related to the operation and on the same site as that of the
nuclear installation take into consideration conditioning and disposal.
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CIIAP’I‘L‘R 3. MEETINGS OF THE CONTRACTING PARTIES
ARTICLE 20 REVIFW MEETINGS

1. The. Contraclmg Partlcs _shall hold mccungs ‘(hereinafter rcferred 10 as rc\ncw,

' "--';._-mcctmgs ") for the purpose of: rewewmg ‘the reports suommed pursuam lo Arucle 5 in:
j accordance wuh the procedures adoptcd undcr ArucIc 22, S "

V2’. ,' Subjccl to thc provnslons of Article’ 24 sub -groups compnsed of represenlatwcs of -

Contmctmg Parties may be established and may -function during the review mccungs as’
deemed neccssary for the purpose of revxewmg specific subjects contained in the reports.

3. Each Contracting Party shall have a reasonable opportunity to discuss the reports
submitted by other Contracting Parties and to seek clarification of such reports..

ARTICLE 21. TIMETABLE

1. A preparatory meeting of the Contracting Parties shall be held not later than six
months after the date of entry into force of this Convention.

2. At this preparatory meeting, the Contracting Parties shall determine the date for the

. first review meeting. This review meeting shall be held as soon as possible, but not later than

thirty months after the date of entry into force of this Convention.

3. At each review meeting, the Contracting Parties shall determine the date for the next
such meeting. The interval between review meetings shall not exceed three years,

ARTICLE 22. PROCEDURAL ARRANGEMENTS
1. At the preparatory meeting held pursuant to Article 21 the Contracting Parties shall
prepare and adopt by consensus Rules of Procedure and Financial Rules. The Contracting

Parties shall establish in particular and in accordance with the Rules of Procedure:

(i) puidelines regarding the form and structure of the reports to be submitted
pursuant to Article 5;

(i) a date for the submission of such reports;

(iii) the process for reviewing such reports.
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.. At rteview meelings the Contracting Parties may, if nccessary, review the
.1rmnguncnls established pursuant to sub-paragraphs (i)-(iii) above, and adopt revisions by
onsensus unless otherwise provided for in the Rules of Procedure. They may also nmcnd
1c Rules of Procedurc and the I‘mancnl Rules, by consensus.

ARI‘[CLL23 EX I‘RAORDINARY MEDTINGS -

An cxlr.tordmary meetmg of thc Conlraclmg Partles shall bc hcld

(i) if so a;,reed by a mnjorny of the Contractmg Pames present and votmg at a_
meeting, abstentions being considered as voting; or

(ii) at the written reqyest of a Contracting Party, within six months of this request

- having been cominunicated to the Contracting Parties and notification having

been reccived by the secretariat referred to in Article 28, that the request has
becn supported by a majority of the Contracting Parties.

- ARTICLE 24. ATTENDANCE

w1, Each Contracting Party shall attend meetings of the Contracting Parties and be
represented at such meetings by one delegate, and by such alternates, experts and advisers
as it deems necessary.

- 2. The Contracting Parties may invite, by consensus, any intergovernmental organization
which is competent in respect of matters governed by this Convention to attend, as an

- observer, any meeting, or specific sessions thereof. Observers shall be required to accept in
“writing, and in advance, the provisions of Article 27.

ARTICLE 25. SUMMARY REPORTS

The Contracting Parties shall adopt, by consensus, and make available to the public
a document addressing issues discussed and conclusions reached during a meeting.

ARTICLE 26. LANGUAGES

1. The languages of meetings of the Contracting Parties shall be Arabic, Chinese,
English, French, Russian and Spanish unless otherwise provided in the Rules of Procedure.
2. Reports submitted pursuant to Article 5 shall be prepared in the national language of
the submitting Contracting Party or in a smgle designated language to be agreed in the Rules
of Procedure. Should the report be submitted in a national language other than the designated
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language, a translation of the report into the designated language shall be provided by the
Contracting Party. :

3. waiihslahdin;, the provisions of paragraph 2, if compensated, the secretariat will
. assume the translation into the designated Innguagc of reporls submmcd in 'my olhcr langua;,r.
of the mcc.tmg : A : : :

AR’i lCLE 27 CONFI DENTIALITY

1. The provxsxons of this Conv«.nuon shall not 'xffcct lhc n;,hts and oblxg'uions of lhc
Contracting Parties under their law to protéct information-from disclosurc. For thie purposes
of this Article, "information" includes, inter alia, (i) personal data; (ii) information protected
by intellectual property rights or by industrial or commercial confidentiality; and (iii)
information relating to national sccuruy or to the physical protection of nuclear materials or
nuclcar installations.

2. When, in the context of this Convention, a Contracting Party provides information
identified by it as protected as described in paragraph 1, such information shall be used only
for the purposes for which it has been provided and its confidentiality shall be respected.

3. The content of the debates during the revieWing of the reports by. the Co..tracting
Parties at each meeting shall be confidential.

ARTICLE 28. SECRETARIAT

1. The International Atomic Energy Agency, (hereinafter referred to as the "Agency")
shall provide the secretariat for the meetings of the Contracting Parties.

2. The secretariat shall:
(i) convene, prepare and service the meetings of the Contracting Parties;

- (i) transmit to the Contracting Parties information received or prepared in
accordance with the provisions of this Convention.

The costs incurred by the Agency in carrying out the-functions referred to in sub-
paragraphs i) and (ii) above shall be borne by the Agency as part of its regular budget.

3. The Contracting Parties may, by consensus, request the Agency to provide other
services in support of meetings of the Contracting Parties. The Agency may provide such
services if they can be undertaken within its programme and regular budget. Should this not
be possible, the Agency may provide such services if voluntary funding is provided from
another source,
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CHAPTER 4. FINAL CLAUSES AND OTHDR PROVISIONS
ART lcu« 29. RLSOI UTION OF DISAGREEMFNTS

_ In lhc cvcm of a dls'lgrccmcnl bctwccn two or more Contrdctmg Parucs concarmng o
the um.rprcmllon or dpph(:'lllon of 1his ‘Convention,*thic. Contracting Pdrucs shall consult
o »_,-wulun thé:framework of a. mccung of the’ Comraclmg Pames wuh a wcw {o rcsolvmg the -
‘ dl'»d}_,fLmenl ST

ARTICLE 30 SIGNATURE, RATIFICATION, ' ACCEPTANCE, APPROVAL,
ACCESSION | ,

1. This Convention shall be open for signature by all States at the Hcadquartcrs of the
Agency i m Vienna from 20 Scptember 1994 until its entry into force.

2. This Convention is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval by the signatory
States.

3. After its entry into force, this Convention shall be open for accession by all States.
4, (1) This Convention shall be open for signature or accession by reglonal

organizations of an integration or other nature, provided that any such
organization is constituted by sovereign States and has competence in respect of
the negotiation, conclusion and appllcanon of international agreements in matters
covered by this Convention.

(i) Inmatters within their competence, such organizations shall, on their own behalf,
exercise the rights and fulfil the responsibilities which this Convention attributes
to States Parties.

(iii) When becoming party to this Convention, such an organization shall
communicate to the Depositary referred to in Article 34, a declaration indicating
which States are members thereof, which articles of this Convention apply to i,
and the extent of its competence in the field covered by those articles.

(iv)  Such an organization shall not hold any vote addmonal to thosc of its Member
States.

5. Instruments of ratification, acceptance approval or accession shall be deposited with
the Depositary. '
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ARTICLE 31. ENTRY INTO FORCE

L.~ - This Convention shall enter into force on the nincticth day after the rdate of deposit-
with the Depositary of the {wenty-second instrument of rafification, acceplance or approvil,

- including the instruments of seventeen States, cach h'wmg at ]cast one nuclcar mstdllauon _
wlue.h h.xs 'whu_vcd cnttmhty ina rmclor core.- : : : :

-2 I‘or cach Statc or rchonal organx/(mon of an :mcgrmxon or :other naturc Whrch S

aufu.s, accepls, approves or accedes to this Convention afterithe date of deposit of the last - '
instrument required to satisfy the conditions set forth in parag,raph 1, this Convention shall :

~ enter imo force on the nipeticth day after the date of dcposnl with the Depositary ol lhc :
appropriate instrument by such a State or organization.

ARTICLE 32. AMENDMENTS TO THE CONVENTION &
1. Any Contracting Party\omay propose an amendment to this Convention. Proposed
amendments shall be considered at a review meeting or an extraordinary meeting. '

2. The text of any proposed amendment and the reasons for it shall be provided to the
Depositary who shall communicate the proposal to the Contracting Parties promptly and at
least ninety days before the meeting for which it is submitted for consideration. Any
comments - received on such a proposal shall be circulated by the Depositary to the
Contracting Parties, :

3. The Contracting Parties shall decide after consideration of the proposed amendment
whether to adopt it by consensus, or, in the absence of consensus, to submit it to a
Diplomatic Conference. A decision to submit a proposed amendment to a Diplomatic
Conference shall require a two-thirds majority vote of the Contracting Parties present and
voting at the meeting, provided that at least one half of the Contracting Parties are present
at the time of voting. Abstentions shall be considered as voting.

4. = The Diplomatic Conference to consider and adopt amendments to this Convention
shall be convened by the Depositary and held no later than one year after the appropriate
decision taken in accordance with paragraph 3 of this Article. The Diplomatic Confercnce
shall make every effort to ensure amendments are adopted by consensus. Should this not be
.possible, amendments shall be adopted with a two-thirds majority of all Contracting Parties.

" 5. Amendments to this Convention adopted pursuant to paragraphs 3 and 4 above shall
be subject to ratification, acceptance, approval, or confirmation by the Contracting Parties
and shall enter into force for those Contracting Parties which have ratified, accepted,

approved or confirmed them on the ninetieth day after the receipt by the Dcposuary of the
relevant instruments by at least three fourths of the Contracting Parties. For a Contracting
Party which subsequently ratifies, accepts, approves or confirms the said amendments, the
amendments will enter into force on the nineticth day after that Contracting Party has
deposited its relevant instrument. :



